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Mission:
To provide short-term crisis assistance to our neighbors in the Greater Matthews community

MAKING AN IMPACT!

You can
HELP
here!

During our first quarter (July—Sept) of our fiscal year,
MHC provided:
1,639 services (financial and non-financial)
totaling $281,972 to 1,723 individuals
in 632 households
The need is still great and you can HELP our families!

In Loving Memory
It is with a heavy heart full of sadness that I share, Iris DeVore, one of the
beloved founders of Matthews HELP Center passed away on November
3, 2020.
Iris along with June Hamrick had a dream to turn an abandoned old
house in to a place that could provide assistance for the neighbors. On
November 11, 1979, the Matthews HELP Center (MHC) opened its’ door
to the community full of hope and compassion with a team of passionate
volunteers ready to serve.
I have known Iris over the past six years and she continued to be a
supporter of the MHC mission. Iris was one of the sweetest, kindest and
happiest people I’ve ever met who displayed a fierce action to serve
others.
She has left a legacy in our community that will inspire countless people
to continue her good work for many years to come.
Iris once said this about MHC “God gave us nothing but the very best.” I
would agree that MHC was blessed with the very best with Iris!
I think this quote from Mother Teresa exemplifies how Iris lived her life.
“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the
living expression of God’s kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in
your eyes, kindness in your smile.
Sandra Conway, Executive Director
Obituary Link

The Matthews HELPing Matthews Campaign Surpasses Goal !
Words cannot begin to express our gratitude for the support our community leaders
and residents have shown the Matthews HELP Center through the “Matthews

Helping Matthews” Campaign. We were blown away to surpass the $100,000 goal to
help us fulfill our mission to provide short-term crisis assistance to our neighbors in
the Greater Matthews Community. So many families are struggling due to a job loss
or cut in hours due to the pandemic. We are working hard to keep the fundraising
going to help as many as possible, and we thank you for your kindness towards our
neighbors in-need. We will get through this together!

HOLIDAY SUPPORT TOY DRIVE IS HERE!
Today is the day! We have launched the Holiday Support Toy
Drive to collect toys for our clients to give to their children for the
holidays. We ask for toys and stocking stuffers for children (ages
0-12) and gift cards for teenagers (13-18 Game Stop, Target,
Walmart, Academy Sports or Dicks). Last year we provided 187
children with holiday gifts to brighten spirits during a challenging
time in their lives. Deadline to deliver toys to MHC is Dec. 12th.
Thank you for bringing joy to our neighbors this holiday
season.
Shop Our Amazon Wish List

Print Wish List

Volunteer
Spotlight:
Cindy Gibson

A retired nurse with 35 years of caring for others, Cindy volunteers
much of her time now to Back Porch Treasures. Not only does she
gather, test and price all of our electronics, she also prices our
purses, belts, hats and backpacks. Cindy also helps in the
donations area on Mondays!
Cindy came to the Matthews Help Center soon after her retirement
on the recommendation of another long-time MHC volunteer. “I
really like the people and this also gives me purpose.” She loves it
when friends ask her if what she is wearing is from “Her Store”.
Cindy and her husband Tommy, also a volunteer, have a son and
two grandchildren (pictured here), two cats and a turkey (his name
is also Tom). They love to fish when at their mountain home near
Lenoir and Cindy likes to do crafts and paint.
This Harley Davidson lover, wearer of black leather and always a
fun Halloween participant, Cindy has been crucial to our success.
Thank you, Cindy!

Our social work team has been working tirelessly
with our clients to get them the help and support
they need while working through their crisis. Kelly,
Jennifer, Beverly and Erica, we thank you for the
life-changing work you do every day! It is because
of you we have been able to serve 449 individuals
and distributed $281,972 worth of financial and
non-financial services from July through
September.

Client Testimonial:

"Thank you so much for putting my life back on track. Blessings to you, your family and the generous
staff at the Matthews HELP Center."

Happy Birthday MHC
In celebration of 41 years of
service we are holding an
online auction with beautiful
baskets and items! From
football themes to princess
dress-up, there is something
for everyone!
Online Auction begins Nov.
11th at 9:00 am and will run
until Nov. 18th at 7:00 pm
when the auction closes.

Bid Here

Christmas Turnaround
On November 4th, the Back Porch Treasures thrift store
closed to customers for our Annual Christmas
Turnaround. Santa’s elves (aka our dedicated
volunteers) were working hard setting-up trees,
decorations, and filled our shelves with gifts galore. Stop
in soon and knock-out your holiday shopping! We refill
our shelves and racks each day with deeply discounted
items.
Visit our online store for high-end items at

mybackporchtreasures.com.
There you will find gently used handbags such as
Michael Kors and Kate Spade along with clothing,
electronics, antiques, and collectibles.
Need gift ideas? We have gift certificates available for
Back Porch Treasures Thrift Store and our online store.
Check our website for details matthewshelpcenter.org.

Do You Shop on Amazon?
Did you know that each time you make a
purchase on Amazon you can make a donation to
MHC?
You can select MHC as your charity of choice and
.2% of eligible purchases will be donated back to
us all year long!
Here is a link to use for a browser extension
that will automatically take you to
AmazonSmile so you won't forget to type it in.

